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serves an important function. It shows the world to be 40 persistently diverse (notwithstanding the Ôflat earthÕ hu-41 bris of some analysts of globalisation). Yet it shows that 42 this diversity arises out of multiscaled relations such that 43 it does not emerge sui generis. 44 For some time I have had a sneaking suspicion that, 45 notwithstanding its other virtues, an awful lot of case 46 study research by human geographers is ill-conceived. 47 Many geographical researchers seem to favour case 48 study research while, paradoxically, not really under-49 standing its nature and rationale. I want to illustrate this 50 seeming paradox with reference to recent published 51 work on neoliberalism and the non-human world (some 52 of it published in this journal). I ÔpickÕ on this work (if 53 thatÕs the word) simply because I have spent a lot of 54 my time, in recent months, reading it with a view to 55 understanding what wider lessons we can learn about 56 natureÕs neoliberalisation. In other words, this work is 57 not especially guilty of the problems I will identify be-58 low. In highlighting these problems I want to raise a ser-59 ies of questions, the answers to which may produce 60 some future clarity about the why and wherefore of 61 the case approach in human geography as a whole. 62 In the last couple of years, a growing body of theoret-63 ically informed empirical research has appeared on the 64 subject of natureÕs neoliberalisation. 
